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“We believe that strong, 

dedicated and creative 

leadership is needed to 

address the world’s most 

pressing problems. We believe 

talent is found in every 

corner of the world, but that 

opportunities are not – and 

we want to reduce this gap.”

- MARCY MCCALL MACBAIN, FOUNDER AND CHAIR,  
  MCCALL MACBAIN SCHOLARSHIPS AT MCGILL

The McCall MacBain Scholarships are Canada’s Ƃrst 
comprehensive, leadership-driven scholarships for 

master’s and professional degree studies. Funded in 
perpetuity, the McCall MacBain Scholarships are the 
result of a $200-million gift by John and Marcy McCall 
MacBain and their Foundation in 2019.

The McCall MacBain Foundation’s mission is to improve 
the welfare of humanity by providing scholarships 
and other educational opportunities that nurture 
transformational leadership, and by investing in 
evidence-based strategies to address climate change, 
preserve the natural environment, and improve health 
outcomes. The Foundation is a Second Century Founder 
of the Rhodes Trust, aiding its global expansion since 
2013, and the Second Decade Founder of the Mandela 
Rhodes Scholarships in South Africa.
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A Landmark 
Gift for  
Canadian  
Education

In 2019, John and Marcy McCall 

 MacBain announced the creation of  the 

McCall MacBain Scholarships at  McGill. 

With this landmark  $200-million gift, the 

then-largest in  Canadian history, John, 

Marcy, and McGill University established the country’s most generous 

and comprehensive scholarship at the master’s and professional level.

The scholarship program draws on lessons learned through John and Marcy’s 20 years of 
philanthropy, including pivotal roles played as Second Century Founders of the Rhodes Trust, 
and Second Decade Founders of the Mandela Rhodes Scholarships for study in South Africa. 
Initiated in honour of McGill’s bicentennial, the McCall MacBain Scholarships embody a bold 
vision for the next 200 years – to build a network of aspiring leaders, community-builders, and 
innovators dedicated to solving pressing global issues.

After two years of Canadian admissions, the scholarship program welcomed its Ƃrst global 
cohort to McGill in September 2023. The process of Ƃnding and selecting these scholars is 
intensive, beginning 18 months before their arrival on campus. The program collaborates 
with more than 200 universities, as well as dozens of community organizations, to encourage 
applications from high-potential students and graduates.

A global community of over 500 volunteers have supported the selection and growth of 
applicants and scholars since the inception of the program. Over the course of seven months, a 
McCall MacBain Scholarship applicant is assessed by up to 10 different volunteers. The scholar 
selection committees look for long-term potential for purposeful leadership across a wide range 
of backgrounds, lived experiences, and interests.

Once selected, McCall MacBain Scholars pursue a funded master’s or professional 
degree at McGill, while participating with the Leading with Purpose program, which 
includes mentorship, coaching, leadership development sessions and more.

With additional awards ranging from $5,000 to $20,000, up to 150 students will be 
supported at any given time, including up to 75 scholars who receive comprehensive 
funding and leadership development programming. These current students represent 
the Ƃrst few of many generations to come.

In making this gift, the McCall MacBains hope to raise the ceiling of philanthropic 
giving in Canada.

The 
Scholarship

Leading with Purpose

• Bi-weekly leadership 
seminars and workshops

• Peer-led leadership labs
• Case studies
• Annual retreat
• Community engagement 

workshops

Meaningful 
Connections

• Experienced mentor
• Professional coaching
• Advisors for speciƂc 

conversations
• McCall MacBain House
• French classes

Full Funding

• Tuition and fees for one 
of 150+ eligible programs 
at McGill

• Living stipend of $2,300 
per month during 
academic terms

• Relocation grant
• Summer funding
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“It was time to give back 

to my home country  

and to my alma mater  

in a big way.”

- JOHN MCCALL MACBAIN, FOUNDER AND CHAIR, 
MCCALL MACBAIN FOUNDATION

“With the McCall MacBain Scholarships, it 
was time to give back to my home country 
and to my alma mater in a big way. McGill 
and Montreal are a global destination, 
attracting students and professionals from all 
around the world,” said John. “I encourage 
those who can do so to give more, wherever 
possible. Together, we have the capacity to 
work alongside public educational institutions 
to create the conditions for every student to 
realize their potential.”
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When Yasmine Elmi told  

her mother that she’d 

made the cut for the McCall 

MacBain Scholarships at 

McGill, the reaction was a 

high-pitched trill of joy (a 

zaghareet) that brought 

other family members 

running into the room.

“It felt amazing to be surrounded by 
my family during this moment,” said 
Yasmine, who is now pursuing an 
MD/PhD, “I have always aspired to 
attend McGill, and this scholarship has 
enabled me to pursue that dream.”

Finding Talent

English student Emilee Bews 

heard about the scholarship 

opportunity from the University 

of Calgary’s Indigenous student 

centre, where she volunteered as 

a peer mentor. 

“The scholarship opens so many doors, 
allowing me to further my studies and work 
towards creating meaningful change with 
Indigenous education.”

Yasmine and Emilee are among the Ƃrst of 
many generations of McCall MacBain Scholars. 
While still in its early years, the scholarship 
program has reached nearly 400,000 
individuals in its search for aspiring community 
leaders across Canada and the world.

Scholarship staff strive to ensure students and graduates from all walks of 

life have access to this opportunity. Every year, staff host over 100 online and 

in-person information sessions for prospective applicants in collaboration with 

universities in Canada and around the world.

At the information sessions, students learn more about the program, selection criteria, and how 
to apply. Students also hear directly from their peers - current scholars or Ƃnalists - about the 
experience, and have an opportunity to ask questions. The participating universities span the 

globe, from Peking University in China to 
University of Cape Town in South Africa 
to Tecnológico de Monterrey in Mexico.

“I think 90% of eligible candidates 
don’t apply to scholarships like McCall 
MacBain because of imposter syndrome, 
or the intimidation factor,” said 
Sage Duquette, a fellow scholar who 
graduated from Concordia University in 
2022. “Many people have a lot more to 
offer than they realize.”

The scholarship application allows 
students to reƃect on and present their 
formative experiences, contributions, 

and goals. It includes a comprehensive 
activity record, four short essays, academic 
transcripts, a one-page resumé, and two 
reference forms.

Applicants are prompted to reƃect on 
their graduate school choices, which helps 
inform their subsequent applications.

“Before applying for the McCall MacBain 
Scholarship, I was overwhelmed by the 
number of graduate programs I was 
considering,” said engineering student 
Abby Buller. “I really leaned into the 
introspection required to complete the 
scholarship application and, as a result, 
gained a lot of clarity about what was 
important to me. I was then able to narrow 
my prospective schools and programs down 
to a handful that aligned with my goals.”

“We recognize and appreciate the 

amount of work and dedication 

required to be a McCall MacBain 

Scholar. At UNB, we are 

committed to supporting the 

transformational development 

of our students while preparing 

them to thrive in a world full of 

challenges and opportunities.”

- Dr. Kathy Wilson, vice-provost learning 
and student experience at the University 
of New Brunswick
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The selection of McCall MacBain Scholars is an investment in students 

who are developing expertise in their respective welds, have a track 
record of taking initiative, and seek to collaborate with others to 

understand and address important challenges.

Volunteers and university administrators around the world contribute their time to look for 
evidence of character, community engagement, leadership potential, entrepreneurial spirit, 
academic strength, and intellectual curiosity. 

Most candidates are required to seek the endorsement of their university as the Ƃrst step in 
the selection process. Afterwards, 36 selection committees shortlist candidates to participate 
in regional interviews. The top candidates are invited to a Ƃnal round of interviews in Montreal, 

Selecting Scholars

Each year, 250 leaders 

volunteer their time to read 

applications and interview 

candidates

MCCALL MACBAIN SCHOLARS: CELEBRATING OUR FIRST FIVE YEARS

with travel costs covered.

The multi-interview format allows committee members to spend more time getting to know the 
candidates’ volunteer and leadership contributions, motivations, and goals. Between interviews, 
candidates have time to meet current scholars and fellow candidates. 

“The McCall MacBain Scholarship is a one-of-a-kind experience. It was the most fun that I have 
ever had during an interview,” said Will Stephenson, a business student in the 2022 cohort. 
“Connecting with the other scholars and the interviewers exposed me to wonderful people and 
bold new ideas.”
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30 McCall 

MacBain Scholars 

are selected

Up to 100 entrance 

awards ($5,000 - 

$20,000) are offered 

to additional promising 

candidates

 

“The scholar selection process is one of the 

most thorough I’ve seen. It is designed to 

identify students with qualities that indicate 

a high potential to have a positive impact 

on society. We looked for integrity, courage, 

kindness, and the motivation to work 

towards meaningful change.”

- Kathleen Taylor, Chair of the Board, Royal Bank of Canada

In-person and online 

interviews are held for the 

top 250-300 candidates
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Class of 2021

AJ Bimm

MUP, Urban Planning  
Toronto, ON

Kasem Alhaeik

MA, Political Science 

Brossard, QC

Fatima Beydoun

BCL/JD, Law 

Halifax, NS

Raymond Tu

MSc, Pharmacology 

Guelph, ON

Amanda Sears

MA, Philosophy (Bioethics) 
Montréal, QC

Larissa Chiu

MSc, Neuroscience 

Vancouver, BC

Grace Ma

BCL/JD, Law 

Toronto, ON

Caroline Merner

MPP, Public Policy  
Garibaldi Highlands, BC

Nico Waltenbury

BCL/JD, Law 

North Bay, ON

Helen Thai

MSc, Psychology 

Stittsville, ON

Tyler Paetkau

MA, Philosophy (Bioethics) 
Edmonton, AB

Brendan Cottrell

MSc, Geography  
Surrey, BC

Nathan Duarte

MSc, Electrical Engineering 

Milton, ON

Hayley Newman- 
Petryshen

MA, Political Science 

Mississauga, ON

Somaya Amiri

BCL/JD, Law 

Maple Ridge, BC

Daisy Couture

MA, Medical Anthropology 
Vancouver, BC

Nicole Temidayo Osayande

MSc, Biological and  
Biomedical Engineering 

North York, ON

Josh Swain

MSc, Public Health 

Winnipeg, MB

Zeytouna Suleiman

BCL/JD, Law 

Montréal, QC

Class of 2022

Aastha Goyal

MSc, Materials Engineering 

Kitchener, ON

Martha Pitre

MA, Political Science 

Shediac, NB

Emilee Bews

MA, Education & Society 

Calgary, AB

Sandrine Desforges

MPP, Public Policy 

Montréal, QC

Anmol Kaur

BCL/JD, Law 

Toronto, ON

Michelle Hahn-Baker

MA, Geography 

Montréal, QC

Hannah Beddow

MSc(A), Communication 
Sciences and Disorders 

Kingston, ON

Shirley Wang

BCL/JD, Law 

Brampton, ON

Brady Yano

MUP, Urban Planning 

Victoria, BC

Portia Rayner

MSc, Mechanical Engineering 

Edmonton, AB

Julian Lam

MPP, Public Policy 

Richmond, BC

William Stephenson

MM, Analytics 

Beamsville, ON

Anna Gaudet

MA, History 

Halifax, NS

Nikaela Lange

MA, Political Science 

Saskatoon, SK

Janelle Brown-Walkus

DMD, Dental Medicine 

Maple Ridge, BC

Sidney Leggett

MSc, Epidemiology & Biostatistics 

Winnipeg, MB

Bryden Bukich

MDCM, Medicine 

Winnipeg, MB

Sage Duquette

BCL/JD, Law 

Montréal, QC

Linda Bùi

MPP, Public Policy 

Brampton, ON

Yasmine Elmi

MSc, Family Medicine 

Ottawa, ON

9
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Class of 2023 - First Global Cohort

Abby Buller

MSc, Electrical Engineering 

Toronto, ON

Jessie Meanwell

MSc, Mathematics and Statistics 

Hamilton, ON

Chantel Findlay

MScA, Nursing 

Halifax, NS

Michael Kynaston

MPP, Public Policy 

London, United Kingdom

Abigail Ralph

MSc, Neuroscience 

Toronto, ON

Jonathan Ferguson

BCL/JD, Law 

Halifax, NS

Clèche Kokolo

BCL/JD, Law 

Winnipeg, MB

Minh Au

MSc, Physics 

Saskatoon, SK

Caleigh Wong

MA, Political Science 

Kelowna, BC

Julia Morelli

MA, Political Science 

Viscount, SK

Fuqin (Kook) Hu

MA, Geography 

Ganzhou, China

Muhammad Faisal Sattar

LLM, Law 

Shakargarh, Pakistan

Agnès Totschnig

MSc, Mathematics and 
Statistics 

Montreal, QC

Jordyn Gattie

MSc, Epidemiology 

Oshawa, ON

Farida Zakariya

MSc, Experimental Medicine 

Kaduna, Nigeria

Mohit Kumar

MA, Educational Leadership 

Firozabad, India

Cameron Adams

Ad Hoc MA, Indigenous 
Language Revitalization 

Gimli, MB

Kyla Christianson

MScA, Advanced Nursing 

Kamloops, BC

Isabella Grajczyk

MA, Political Science 

Moose Jaw, SK

Racheal Opoku-Afriyie

MSc, Renewable Resources 

Kumasi, Ghana

Rojine McVea

MSc, Microbiology and 
Immunology 

Edmonton, AB

Tim Gulliver

BCL/JD, Law 

Lennoxville, QC

Reem Mahmoud

MSc, Mechanical Engineering 

Giza, Egypt

Tomy Pelletier

MA, Educational Leadership 

Laval, QC

Sarah Rourke

MSc, Physics 

Ottawa, ON

Yvan Kammelu

MM, Analytics 

Halifax, NS

Ricardo Riesgo Galaviz

MEng, Biological and Biomedical 
Engineering 

Tijuana, Mexico

Tony Xu

MSc, Electrical Engineering 

Toronto, ON

Shiting (Eldar) Wang

Ad Hoc MA, East Asian 
Studies 

Shanghai, China

Zineb Salma Bahri

MSc, Mechanical Engineering 

Meknes, Morocco

11
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Paige Boklaschuk

MSc, Epidemiology 

Calgary, AB

Siena Margorian

MSc, Renewable Resources 

Toronto, ON

Samantha Nepton

MA, Education & Society 

Richmond Hill, ON

Taylor Richardson

MA, Education & Society 

New Castle, Delaware, USA

Selen Calgin

MDCM, Medicine 

Kanata, ON

Zenab Abu Kishik

MSW, Social Work 

Lod, Israel

Samson Ekeno 
Lokwakai

MEng, Electrical Engineering 

Turkana, Kenya

Vincent Keenan

MSc, Earth & Planetary Sciences 

Sainte-Barbe, QC

Shalom Zurisadai 
Carmona Gallegos

MEng, Aerospace Engineering 

Aguascalientes, Mexico

Zina Kamel

MSc, Computer Science 

Aleppo, Syria
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Class of 2024

Al-Amin Ahamed

MPP, Public Policy 

Toronto, ON

Firuza Huseynova

Ad Hoc MA, Digital Humanities 

Toronto, ON

Emma Edney

BCL/JD, Law 

Beaumont, AB

Kiran Sahani

MA, Educational Leadership 

Kolkata, India

Brandon Greenall

MBA, Business Administration 

South Hazelton, BC

Ibrahim Musa

BCL/JD, Law 

Gatineau, QC

Emma Yee

MMus, Opera and Voice 

Markham, ON

Madison Hughes

MSc, Public Health 

Guelph, ON

Cristina Batalla

MUP, Urban Planning 

Taguig, Philippines

Kagame Jean

BCL/JD, Law 

Montreal, QC

Fei Mu

MSc, Public Health 

Hamilton, ON

Margaret Mackenzie

MA, Educational Leadership 

Vancouver, BC

Clarisse Iradukunda

MSc, Human Nutrition 

Muhanga, Rwanda

Ivana Okaro

MSc, Neuroscience 

Calgary, AB

Fajr Alsayed

MA, Political Science 

Ottawa, ON

Maralmaa Batnasan

MM, Analytics 

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

Daniel Amoshie

MSc, Mechanical Engineering 

Lamboya, Ghana

Katherine Bazin

MSc, Chemistry 

Winnipeg, MB

Félix Lévesque

BCL/JD, Law 

Montreal, QC

Noémie Veilleux

MPP, Public Policy 

Quebec City, QC
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On campus, McCall MacBain Scholars have opportunities to engage with diverse 
perspectives, expand their networks, and develop their leadership skills.

Leadership Curriculum

McCall MacBain Scholars learn how to tackle complex 
challenges and deepen their impact. Together, they 
develop their understanding of themselves, of others, and 
of the systems that affect us all.

During bi-weekly seminars, scholars review and discuss 
interdisciplinary leadership cases. The case studies allow 
scholars to learn about different types of leadership 
challenges. Case study topics have included crisis 
communication, design thinking, innovation, negotiation, 
networking, and more. Guest speakers are invited to share 
their insights with the group.

Each seminar also includes a leadership lab, where scholars 
teach their peers tools and strategies for addressing a 
leadership challenge they have faced.

Meaningful Connections

Every McCall MacBain Scholar is matched with a 
supportive and experienced mentor, a professional coach, 

and other advisors. These individuals challenge scholars to 
reach their goals and set new ones, while introducing them 
to a broader network of people.

Leading with Purpose

 

Recent speakers

• Phil Fontaine, former 
National Chief, 
Assembly of First 
Nations

• Yolande James, 
former Quebec 
provincial politician 
and Ƃrst black female 
MNA

• Frank Iacobucci, 
former Supreme 
Court Justice

• Catherine McKenna, 
former Canadian 

Minister of 
Environment and 
Climate Change

• Dr. Annette Trimbee, 
President, MacEwan 
University

• Lucas Skoczkowski, 
Entrepreneur and 
Managing Partner, 
Red Lane Group

• Mélanie Valcin, CEO, 
United for Literacy

• Maggie Wente, 
Partner, Olthuis, Kleer, 
Townshend LLP

Maggie Wente speaking with scholars about an Indigenous legal rights case.

Our mentors and advisors are leaders 
in business, academia, government, 
media, technology, social services, 
and the arts. They are matched with 
scholars based on individual goals, 
interests, and areas for growth.

Personal Growth

Scholars also work with a coach to 
assess their individual strengths and 
develop a plan to put those strengths 
into action.

In addition, scholars are introduced to faculty and community advisors for speciƂc conversations.

Community

Scholars begin the program with a retreat, where they spend time getting to know each other’s 
varied backgrounds, perspectives, and interests. Throughout their studies, they come together 
at the McCall MacBain House, a vibrant and centrally located space on campus to study and 
collaborate, and participate in a variety of leadership development and community activities.

McCall MacBain
Scholar

MentorStaff

Peers

Speakers

Coach

Advisors
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McGill is one of Canada’s best-known institutions of higher learning, 

ranked #29 globally by QS World University Rankings in 2025.

McCall MacBain Scholars may pursue one of 150+ eligible master’s and professional degree 
programs at the university.

Founded in 1821, McGill has a bold history of 
research and an international student body.

•  Over 1,600 tenured faculty members researching 
and teaching in graduate programs

•  Cutting-edge facilities housed in more than 50 
research institutes and centres across  
two campuses

•  Dynamic learning experiences and professional 
development opportunities

A World-Class Education  
at McGill University

 

“I received my 

undergraduate degree 

as a scholarship student 

from McGill and it truly 

changed my trajectory. 

We are confident that 
with its combination of 

academic excellence and 

global reach, McGill is 

the institution where 

even more exceptional 

students can realize the 

aspirations they have 

for themselves and the 

welfare of others.”

- John McCall MacBain

Volunteers

Abhilash Mishra 

Abhishek Thakur 

Adrian Harewood

Afzal Habib

Agnes Ebo’o 

Ahmednur Ali

Ajay Bisaria

Akosua Matthews

Akua Carmichael

Alex Mazer

Alex Usher

Alexander Harmsen

Alexandra Baillie

Alexie Tcheuyap

Alfred Burgesson 

Ali Borjian

Alison Loat

Allan Northcott

Amanda Fowler-Woods

Amira Khan

Amy Cervenan

Amy Nugent

Amy Tan

Amy-Lee Kouwenberg

Anam Salem

Anamitra Deb

André Dudemaine

Andrea Clarke

Andrea Klaiber-Langen

Andrew Robertson

Andrew Woodall

Anja Zeljkovic

Ann-Marie Coore

Annamaria Enenajor

Anne Delorme

Anne McLellan

Annette Trimbee

Annick Charbonneau

Annick Routhier Labadie

Anuradha Rao

Anurag Dhir

Anvesh Jain

Aphrodite Salas

Arielle Meloul-Wechsler

Aristide Nononsi

Arjumand Siddiqi

A diverse network of leaders in Canada and abroad give their time to 

select, mentor, advise, or speak with McCall MacBain Scholars.

Thank you to the 500+ volunteers who have invested their time to 

support aspiring community leaders.

Arty Gordon

Ashok Alexander

Ashok Dyalchand

Ashwini Vasanthakunar

Asli Dagistanli Aysev

Audrey Bone

Avik Dey

Awa Sanou

Ayşe Yasemin Örücü

B.Pratyusha Chennupati

Barbara Crow

Barbara Grantham

Beatrice Traub-Werner

Ben Marc Diendéré

Benny Sandoval

Bertrand Cesvet

Beth Malcolm
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Bill Brooks

Billy Allan

Boufeldja Benabdallah

Breanne Everett

Brian Rice

Briguel Mambu Dos-Santos

Brittanee Laverdure

Bruce McIvor

Caitlin Peeling

Calin Rovinescu

Can Çelikkol

Candace Laing

Candace Thomas

Carla Diaz

Carlos Corona

Carlos O. Rueda

Carolyn Ren

Catherine Fowler

Catherine Gauthier

Chad Lubelsky

Charlene Li

Charlotte French

Chere Chapman

Chisanga Chekwe

Chris Cowperthwaite

Chris Henschel

Chris Kantowicz

Christa Bruneau-Guenther

Christian Bason

Christine Des Rosiers

Christine Pu

Claire Hunter

Claude Généreux

Claudine Awute

Volunteers (continued)

Connor Bays

Cora-Lee Conway

Corey Mattie

Cornell Wright

Craig Pho

Daniel Holland

Danya Dziedzic

Dave Murphy

David Azose

David Dove

David Naylor

David Regan

David Simmonds

David-Martin Milot

Dawn Nakagawa

Deep Saini

Deepak Ramachandran

Delphine Collin-Vézina

Denis Côté

Denise Brunsdon

Desirée Lopes

Devika Vaghadia

Diane Rowe

Dianne Daley McClure

Diego Gutierrez

Diego Luces Rosado

Dilson Rassier

Dina Craissati

Dina Said Dwyer

Dominique Anglade

Donald Campbell

Donna Green

Doug Brown

Duncan Reid

Dylan Collins

Edward Greenspon

Eleanor Thompson

Elie Bou Assi

Elissar Sarrouh

Elizabeth Newton

Eloise Tan

Emily Turner

Emma Lyndon

Erden Byumvuhore

Eriel Deranger

Esha Bhandari

Eshmahan Razavi

Esperanza Moreno

Fabio Banducci

Fabrice Vil

Fahad Razak

Faith Akovi Cooper

Farhana Zareef

Farouk Meralli

Fauzia Shamimi

Felix Keser

Foteini AgraƂoti

Franca Gucciardi

Francine James

François Tanguay-Renaud

Frédéric Bastien

Gail Prasad

Geneviève Lukenda-Lund

Garvin Brown

Georges Karam

Gerard Seijts 

Gifty Blekpe

Gillian O’Reilly
19

 

Dr. Joanne Liu

“I’ve learned so, so much from my 
mentor,” says Raymond Tu, a 2021 McCall 
MacBain Scholar. Having completed an 
MSc in Pharmacology (Environmental 
Health) at McGill, Raymond cites the 
mentorship of Dr. Joanne Liu as a highlight 
of his experience as a scholar. 

A pediatric emergency room physician and the former 
International President of Médecins Sans Frontières/
Doctors Without Borders, Dr. Liu has provided and 
coordinated emergency medical aid across the globe 
for more than two decades. During the COVID-19 crisis, 

she emerged as a champion for global vaccine equity and pandemic preparedness. A McGill 
Medicine alumna, Dr. Liu became a professor at the School of Population and Global Health in 
2021, leading the university’s efforts to prepare for future health emergencies.

While Raymond and Dr. Liu share a passion for humanitarian issues and global health equity, 
“there’s a wide range of interests that we share together,” he says. “We can talk about 
anything.” For Dr. Liu, mentoring is a mutually beneƂcial process: “The value of mentorship 
is reciprocal. I leave each conversation with Raymond more optimistic about the promising 
leadership we can expect in the future.”

Dr. Liu gave Raymond plenty to consider as he completed his master’s degree. “From these 
mentorship sessions with Dr. Liu, I am able to better understand the path of a physician-
humanitarian and where I want to go in the future.”

Mentor ProƂle

Raymond Tu

Grace Belayneh

Gracia Kasoki Katahwa

Graeme Hepworth

Graeme Reed

Graham Fox

Graham Smith

Guadalupe Jolicoeur

Gurpreet Brar

Gurvir Sangha

Hadley Archer

Hamoon Ekhtiari

Hari Bhartia

Hawa Ba

Heather Flett

Heather Spratt

Helen Antoniou

Helen Peng

Henry Jonathan Birks

Hilary Pearson

Hina Zaman

Ian Aitken

Ian Cull

Ibukun Abejirinde

Inez Jabalpurwala

Isabel Perez-Doherty

Ivan Joseph

Jacqueline Coté

Jacqueline Wallace

Jake Moreno Coplon

James Hughes

James Ledlum, Jr.

James Stauch

Jamie Latvaitis

Jamie Wilson

Jana Schissel

Jane Buxton
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Volunteers (continued)
Jessica Stannard

Jessie Thomson

Jin He

Joana Nyambura

Joanna Henderson

Joanne Cave

Joanne Liu

Jodie Lane

Joël Thibert

Johan Inger

Johann Annuar

John Coleman

John Lennox

John Mighton

John Montalbano

John Wedderburn

Jon Hountalas

Jonathan Goodman

José David Gómez Zea

Joséanne Caron

Joseph Berger

Joseph Wong

Josephine Mulji

Juan Camilo Pinto

Judy Leung

Julia Sanchez

Kara O’Brien

Karen Bertrand

Karen Grépin

Karim Bardeesy

Karim Farra

Karima Karmali

Karlee Silver

Kate Rogers

Katherine Trajan

Kathleen Taylor

Kathleen Wynne

Kathy Xu

Katrin Nakashima

Keerthik Sasidharan

Kelly Jo Lihaven

Ken Greenberg

Kenny Lam

Kim Echlin

Kimberly Quinn

Kip Cobbett

Kirstie Hudson McNally

Kok Hoe Ng

 

“The McCall MacBain Scholarships build on a legacy 
of excellence at McGill, empowering a diverse group 
of exceptional students from a broad range of 
disciplines, to address the complex challenges facing 
the world today”
- Professor Deep Saini, President and Vice-Chancellor of McGill University

Jane Evans

Jane Hilderman

Jane Kearns

Jane McDonald

Janet Smylie

Janice Lao

Jasmine Nahhas di Florio

Jason Sealy

Jay Potter

Jean Teillet

Jean-Noel Liabeuf

Jeansil Bruyère

Jeffrey Robison

Jenn Burt

Jenna D’Aurizio

Jennifer Ditchburn

Jennifer Evans

Jennifer Welsh

Jenny Tan

Jérome Poisson

Jeronimo Martin Ramirez

Jesse Barke

Jesse Hitchcock

Jessica Moe

Kristie Jameson

Kwame McKenzie

Kyla Brophy

Kyle Matthews

Lala Rukh

Leah Temerty-Lord

Leanne Holt

Lee Bragg

Leen Li

Lester Fernandes

Lianne Hannaway

Linda Barrett Grant

Linda Oland

Lindsay Wilson

Lindsey Li

Lindsey MacDonald

Lisa de Wilde

Lisa Helps

Lisa Monkman

Lisa Raitt

Loree Gray

Lorne Pelletier

Louise Chagnon

Lucas Skoczkowski

Luciano D’Iorio

Lyndsay Daudier

Maggie Wente

Mahalia Verna

Mai-Gee Hum

Maíra Peixoto Timbó

Malik Talib

Manish Srivastava

Marc Weinstein

Marcia Moffat

Marcos Leite de Castro

Margaret Biggs

Margaret Eaton

Margaret Kierylo

Margaret Leung

Margarita Lopez

Maria Corradini

Maria Orjuela-Laverde

Marian Hester

Marie Fontaine

Marie-Pierre Ippersiel

Marie-Renée B. Lajoie

Marin MacLeod

Marjan Montazemi

Mark Angelo

Mark Hantho

Mark O’Connell

Mark Schaan

Marlene Jennings

Marouane Joundi

Martha Casey

Martha Piper

Martine Vanasse

Mary Jane Maillet Brownscombe

Mary Jane McCallum

Mathieu Crettenand

Mathieu Isabel

Matt Henderson

Maya Ismail 

Meghan Henry

Melanie Derynck Lightstone

Mélanie Valcin

Melek El Nimer

Melina Laboucan

Melissa Moi

Meriko Kubota

Michael Denham

Michel Brutti

Michelle Beveridge

Mike Johnston

Michael Lickers

Miranda Keating Erickson

Miranda Lam

Miriam Huntley

Miyo Yamashita

Mohamed Lachemi

Mohammad Miraly

Monique Jérôme-Forget

Monique Smith

Montana Burgess

Mostafa Al-Barrad

Muna Baig

Murray King

Nabeel Al-Kady

Nadia Ponce Morales

Nadine Baudot-Trachtenberg

Nahlah Ayed

Naïm Alexandre Antaki

Nambita Mazwi

Nat Cartwright

Natalie Gerum

Natalya Nicholson

Nathalie Des Rosiers

Nathalie Duguay

Nathan Lemphers

Nawar Mangalo

Nayla Si Mahfoud 

Nazrin Castro

Negin Ashouri

Nejeed Kassam

Nermine el Hammami Vermette

Niall O’Dea

Nick Saul

Nicolas Demers-Stoddart

Nicolas Nadeau

Nicole Almond

Nicole McDonald
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Volunteers (continued)

 

Mélanie Valcin 

Mélanie Valcin has volunteered with the McCall MacBain 
Scholarships for several years as an interviewer and guest 
speaker, sharing her leadership journey with scholars.

Mélanie is President and Chief Executive OfƂcer 
of United for Literacy, a national charitable literacy 
organization in Canada. She has been with the 
organization for nearly 20 years, starting as Regional 
Manager for Quebec and Nunavut. Mélanie represents 
United for Literacy in several national networks and 
currently sits on the board of directors of Le Devoir, a 
prominent daily newspaper. In 2022, she was named 

Black Changemaker by the CBC.

Mélanie is a strong believer in collaborating for social impact. “You can’t make change 
by yourself,” she says. “When individuals and communities collaborate, we can create a 
better world where access to opportunities is more equally distributed.”

Volunteering with McCall MacBain Scholarships at McGill allows Mélanie to connect with 
aspiring change-makers from diverse backgrounds. “This is a life-changing opportunity 
for students to pursue their education while learning to lead with compassion and 
courage. It is always a joy to connect with young people who care deeply about 
improving their communities.”

Interviewer ProƂle

Steven Uster

Stewart Beck

Subhashish Bhadra

Sultan Ali Allana 

Surinder Jaswal

Susan Bell

Susan Gregson

Susan McIsaac

Sydney Piggott

Syma Khan

Tafadzwa Muguwe

Tagbo Niepa

Talib Sheikh 

Tang Kun

Tarek Mansour

Tassia TriƂatis-Tezgel

Ted Aubut

Teresa Alm

Teresa Kramarz

Teresa Mihalik

Terry Bennett

Theresa Oswald

Tijani Ahmed Hamza

Tim Fox

Tim Jackson

Tina Park

TJ Mansour

Todd Simpson

Toni De Mello

Tracy Moore

Trang Nguyen 

Travis Joern

Tyson Atleo

Ursula Lehmkuhl 

Uppala Chandrasekera

Upton Allen

Usama Haq

Vaidehi Nafade

Valerie Gueye

Valérie Bécaert

Valérie Courtois

Valérie Plante

Nirvana Shawky

Nora Toma

Noreen Golfman

Norman Hébert 

Nyambura Ngugi

Olivier Drouin

Olivier Jarda

Omar Badawi

Omar Masood

Omolara Oladipo

Onome Ako

Ovide Mercredi

PaciƂque Manirakiza

Paola Marino Moreno

Pat Cronin

Patrick Nadeau

Patrick Pichette

Paul Desmarais III

Paul Larocque

Paul Nazareth

Paul Sabourin

Paul Smith

Paula Toledo

Penny James

Peter D. Fairey

Peter Fardy

Peter Guay

Peter MacKinnon

Peter Wong

Phil Fontaine

Pierre Zundel

Pina Guercio

Placide Tapsoba

Prabha Ramaswamy

Pramath Raj Sinha

Priscilla Phoon

Purnima Mane

Quscondy AbdulshaƂ

Rachel Pfeifer 

Rachel Solomon

RafƂ Afeyan

Rajiv Kumar

Ram Panda

Rami Aslan

Ramzi Saliba

Rasool Rayani

Rassan Salandy

Ravi Mattu

Reem Bassem Mikhail

Richard Florizone 

Rick Smith

Rob Paterson

Robert Shea

Rohit Shanker

Rose Tchwenko

Rosemarie McClean

Ruby Gill

Ruth Anne French Hodson

Ruth Mojeed-Ramirez

Ryan Duly

Ryan Merkley

Ryan Van Wert

Saad Ahmed 

Sabina Vohra-Miller

Sacha Bhatia

Sadie McInnes

Saeed El-Darahali

Salma Ahmed Alam 

Salvatore Bellomo

Samira Sakhia

Sammy Lau

Sandra Fan

Santo Ciascu Manna

Sara Angel

Sarah Burns

Sarah Shulman

Scott Requadt

Sean Henry

Sean Junor

Sean Maguire

Serhan Süzer 

Shakara Joseph

Shana Menkis

Sharon McCarry

Sharon Soper

Shawn Wilson

Sheila Cote-Meek

Sheldon Levy

Sheri McKinstry

Sherri Freedman

Sherry Campbell

Silvester Komlodi 

Simangele Mabena

Simi Nwogugu

Simon Dandavino

Simon Rabinovitch

Snigdha Sahal

Songyee Yoon

Sonia Stobel

Sophie Chung 

Souad Ouared

Stéphane Leblanc 

Stéphanie Barker

Stephen Paterson

Steven High
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Our People

Dr. Marcy McCall MacBain 

Chair

John H. McCall MacBain 

Vice-Chair 

Robert Fetherstonhaugh 

Secretary & Treasurer

Bertrand Cesvet 

Deep Saini 

President and Vice-Chancellor, 
   McGill University 

Marie-Anne Tawil

Marc Weinstein 

Vice-Principal of University Advancement, 
   McGill University

Julia Lo 

Director, Outreach and Communications

André-Yanne Parent 

Director, Leadership Development

Franca Gucciardi served as founding 

CEO from 2019 to 2023.

Donors

Founders’ Circle 

$10,000,000+

Innovators’ Circle 

$1,000,000 - $9,999,999

Leaders’ and Friends’ Circle 

$20,000 - $999,999

Scholars’ Circle 

$200 - $19,999

Anonymous

John Dobson Foundation, Fetherstonhaugh Family 
Foundation, Jay Varkey

Air Canada, ALDO Group, Garmaise Mobility Award, SAIL 

Franca Gucciardi, Natasha Sawh, Lucas Skoczkowski, 
Anonymous

McCall MacBain Scholarships at McGill is a registered Canadian charity 
working in partnership with McGill University.

Board of Directors

Natasha Sawh 

Chief Executive OfƂcer

Audrey-Anne Boudreault 

Vice-President, Finance and Operations

Elise Chesson 

Director, Selections and 
   Global Community Engagement

Management Team

 

Jon Hountalas

Jon Hountalas is Senior Executive Vice-President 
and Group Head of Canadian Banking at CIBC, a 
leading North American Ƃnancial institution. He 
joined CIBC in 2010 as Executive Vice-President of 
Business Banking, added responsibilities for wealth 
management in 2017 and more recently added 
responsibilities for personal and business banking. 
Before joining CIBC, Jon spent 25 years in client-
facing and executive roles at HSBC Canada.

Jon is passionate about encouraging the leadership 
potential of the next generation. He is a supporter 

of the Desautels Faculty of Management at McGill, where he completed his Bachelor of 
Commerce and MBA, and has been actively involved with the Loran Scholars Foundation, a 
Canadian undergraduate scholarship program. Jon began volunteering as an interviewer for 
the McCall MacBain Scholarships in 2020, and he has hosted regional interviews for Ontario 
candidates.

“I come away inspired by the students’ drive and ambition,” Jon says of his experience 
interviewing candidates. “It’s exciting to meet a diverse group of young people who share a 
sense of purpose and concern for others’ wellbeing.”

“McGill is a fantastic place to pursue your studies. The education and life experiences 

I gained there changed my life,” he adds. “The university encourages innovation, 
excellence, and holistic learning.”

Interviewer ProƂle

Vanita Shastri

Varghese George

Veronique Loewen

Victor Armony

Victor Chang

Victor Dzau

Victor Thomas

Vidya Rangan

Viki Hountalas

Vivek Krishnamurthy

Wambui Mbesa

Wanda Philips-Beck

Warren Tranquada

Wayne Brownlee

Wendy Lai

Wendy Mitchell

Wes Novotny

Wiebke von Carolsfeld

Wojciech Gryc 

Xiaoyang Liu

Xuan Zhang

Yaa-Hemaa Obiri-Yeboah

Yana Kakar 

Yassi Sohrabi

Yassine Oualili

Yazid Djenadi

Yolande James

Yon Sog Choi 

Yuan Stevens 

Yung Wu

Yvana Novoa Curich 

Zac Young 

Zafar Muhammad

Zamzam Kassamali

Zeba Ahmad

Volunteers (continued)
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